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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Changes 
could be on the way in Punta 
Gorda for businesses hoping to 
close city streets for downtown 
events.

Last week, the City Council 
outlined a variety of  new 
stipulations for the city’s 
event application process to 
accommodate such closures.

“(We can) charge a street 
rental fee and it’s only one time 
a year for public streets (to be 
closed for each business),” said 
Mayor Lynne Matthews at a 
March 3 City Council meeting. 
“A security deposit (will be 
required) that’s refundable if  
they return the street to its 
original condition without 
damage.

“For the most part, this 
is going to fall on for-profit 
businesses that will have to pay 
this.”

Both the new policy and a 
new fee structure for street 
rentals are currently in the 
works and will have to come 
back before the City Council 
for approval before anything is 
official.

“I think a fee schedule is 
appropriate and that will (help) 
regulate this,” said City Council 
member John Miller. “They 
have to be reasonable fees but 

not everyone will think they 
can do it (close the street) every 
week with a fee schedule.”

A need for the changes 
came to light in recent months 
after downtown restaurant 
Harbor Social PG, 212 W. 
Marion Ave., made requests for 
multiple closures of  a portion 
of  Sullivan Street to host live 
entertainment events.

In December 2020, Harbor 
Social requested street closures 
for a series of  events, spanning 
from January to May of  this 
year.

At that time, the City Council 
voted to allow the street closure 
for one day of  its Jan. 22 grand 
opening weekend.

In February, owners of  
Harbor Social came back to 
City Council with a similar 
request but were denied with 
council members citing that 
their December decision was 
made with the stipulation that 
the restaurant would only be 
allowed the one event.

One street closure per year 
for each for-profit business 

Punta Gorda aims to tighten street closure rules
Downtown 

businesses could 

be allowed one 

closure per year

SEE CLOSURE, 4C

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

“Going to the chapel and 
we’re gonna get married,” 
are the opening lyrics to a 
popular 1960s song, “Chapel 
of  Love,” but in a pandemic, 
more couples are opting for 
simpler weddings, according 
to various reports and the 
Charlotte County Clerk’s 
office.

The Clerk’s Office was 
already a popular wedding 
venue after it underwent 
an extreme makeover in 
2018 by Crystal Henderson, 
director of  official records 
(and non-official decorator 
extraordinaire).

Deciding the room 
reserved for weddings 
needed revamping, 
Clerk Roger Eaton had 
Henderson unleash her 
decorating skills. The result 
is a beautiful, welcoming 
setting.

One couple — Curt 
Boykin and Heather 
Buckley — said the Clerk’s 
venue perfectly fit their 
needs. They came from 
North Carolina to get 
married Friday. When asked 
why they chose the setting, 
Heather said, “We’re older, 
and especially with COVID 
...”

The couple chose to have 
no guests; they mentioned 
having grown children and 
seemed to prefer an intimate 
setting. They also are fans 
of  Punta Gorda.

“We like it here and we 
want to move here,” Curt 
said.

Eaton officiated at the 
ceremony, which was brief, 
but moving nonetheless.

“Heather Buckley, do you 
take this man to be your 
lawful wedded husband, to 
live together in Holy Estate 
of  Matrimony, to love, 
honor, comfort him and 

keep him in sickness and 
in health, and forsaking all 
others, for as long as you 
both shall live?”

The same wording was 
used for Curt: “...do you 
take this woman to be your 
lawful wedded wife...”

Eaton might have 
improvised a bit, but Cathy 
Ingegnere, assistant to 
Eaton, said the couple chose 
ceremony “B,” which is 
the simpler of  the three 
ceremonies, and its wording 
appears above.

The couple also opted 
not to have the exchange of  
rings part of  the ceremony.

When Eaton said, “now 
you may kiss...” their 
embrace and kiss lasted 
longer than the ceremony.

What has changed the 
way ceremonies are held 
since the lobby reopened, 

Courthouse weddings 

gaining popularity
Charlotte County 

first to offer 

virtual weddings 

during pandemic

Curt Boykin and Heather Buckley are about to tie the 
knot at the Charlotte County Clerk’s office. Clerk Roger 
Eaton officiated at the ceremony.

SUN PHOTOS BY NANCY J. SEMON

Curt Boykin, Heather (Buckley) Boykin and Clerk Roger Eaton after the marriage 
ceremony officiated by Eaton.

SEE WEDDINGS, 4C

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — Tributes are pouring 
into a new Facebook page remembering 
one of  Englewood’s beloved supporters.

On a page called “Bobbi Sue Burton 
Always and Forever Englewood Strong” 
family and friends are sharing photos 
and stories of  the late nonprofit Project 
Phoenix founder.

Surrounded by her husband of  16 years, 
Bill Werner and family, the 48-year-old lost 
her battle with cancer Tuesday, her family 
announced.

Longtime friend Chris Phelps posted a 
photo of  Burton taken after Burton was 
named Grand Marshal of  the 2019 Pioneer 
Day Parade. The next photo was the two of  
them holding hands.

“I was telling my sweet friend how much 
I love her and happy that her dream came 
true,” Phelps wrote. “We were ALL blessed 
to be part of  her journey.”

For Burton, her journey wasn’t always a 
happy one. She grew up in New Jersey. She 
and her five children escaped an abusive 
relationship. She lived as a single mom for 
some time.

“She just had a really rough life, growing 
up and even up until she moved here,” said 
Burton’s daughter Kara Wakley. 

Bobbi Sue 
Burton 

remembered 
by Englewood 

supporters

PHOTO PROVIDED

Bobbi Sue Burton was honored many 
times in the 18 years she lived in 
Englewood. As the founder of Project 
Phoenix, Burton helped countless 
families in need.

SEE BOBBI SUE, 4C
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— restaurant or other 
— will likely be the limit 
going forward, but Miller 
thought that wasn’t a fair 
amount.

“We are a city that’s 
trying to grow and do 
more things and I think 
we’ve got to allow more 
than one event per year,” 
Miller said. “I think we 
are being very restrictive 
with one event for a 
commercial business per 
year.”

Other potential 
stipulations include 
a 60-day advance on 
application submissions 
to the city if  a street 
closure is required for an 
event.

The proposed closure 
also must be located 
adjacent to the business’s 
location.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

CLOSURE
FROM PAGE 1C

is that everyone must wear a 
mask. The couples are allowed 
to have a maximum of  six 
guests, and all must be masked.

Unlike traditional vows in the 
past, when Eaton said “you may 
kiss” he also added that they 
could remove their masks for 
the iconic ending to a wedding 
ceremony.

Despite COVID-19 and 
having to wear masks, it was 
moving to see a couple who 
were apparently so much in 
love. Their union was what 
mattered, not the setting or frills 
of  an elaborate wedding and 
reception.

The clerk’s wedding area, now 
that it is open, allows young 
couples looking for a home and 
beginning their career, to save a 
lot of  money toward their future 
goals.

Older couples who are 
economically established, 
perhaps don’t want to go 
through the stress of  having a 
big wedding and all the details it 
entails.

A marriage ceremony at the 
Clerk’s office, which can be 

conducted by Eaton, Henderson 
or one of  her staff members, 
costs $30. A Florida marriage 
license is $86, and there is a 
three-day waiting period. If  
the couple takes a pre-marital 
course, the cost for a license 
drops to $61, said Ingegnere.

Except for mask-wearing and 

limiting wedding guests to six, 
things have just about returned 
to normal, but with safety 
measures built in. Returning to 
near-normalcy was due to the 
effort of  Eaton and his staff.

“The lobby was closed on 
March 30,” said Ingegnere. 
But after staffers put on their 

thinking caps, so to speak, they 
began to hold virtual weddings 
via Zoom, which began on April 
14 last year.

“We are proud of  the fact that 
we were the first Clerk’s Office 
in the state of  Florida to conduct 
legal marriage ceremonies 
online during COVID,” said 
Eaton.

“While nothing can match 
the happiness of  a live wedding, 
with a newly wedded couple 
surrounded by all of  their family 
and friends, we were happy to 
provide a temporary solution for 
couples during COVID,” Eaton 
added.

During that time of  virtual 
weddings, the clerk’s office 
handled 85 virtual applications 
and 38 virtual weddings; 
perhaps the ones who didn’t go 
ahead with plans were waiting 
for the clerk’s wedding room to 
reopen, which it did on June 1.

“Since we reopened, there 
have been 277 ceremonies,” said 
Ingegnere.

On Friday, when Buckley 
and Boykin were wed, six 
other couples were also getting 
married. 

For more details, go to 
charlotteclerk.com and click on 
“Marriage Services.”

WEDDINGS
FROM PAGE 1C
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Crystal Henderson, director of official records, transformed three 
rooms at the clerk’s office into inviting areas for weddings and 
the passport office. Pictured is the lobby, or waiting area outside 
the two rooms.

Once in Englewood, Burton 
opened the nonprofit Project 
Phoenix and a resale store. 
She worked with abused 
women and those who had lost 
everything and needed a fresh 
start. She gave household 
items, furniture, appliances, 
home items and clothing to 
those in need.

Burton, who worked three 
jobs at a time, suffered health 
issues in 2015. She didn’t 
always have the volunteers 
needed to run the resale 
store. She missed medical 
appointments. She later 
ended up having a surgery to 
remove cancer. She continued 
to help others, though. She 
joined organizations including 
the Englewood Cancer 
Association, she helped with 
the Pioneer Days and ran 
for Mayor for a Day to raise 
money for her nonprofit. 
She championed for cancer 
research and participated in 
Relay for Life.

“She really just took to 
this town and the community 
feeling that she loved,” Wakley 
said. “She did all of  what she 
did because of  that love. I 
want everyone to know how 
much she loved Englewood 
and tried to be.”

Over the years the cancer 
returned. Despite being in 
pain, Burton continued to run 

the store and help others.
“How can I sleep when I 

know someone needs help?” 
Burton once told the Sun

Between working all 
night shifts as a health care 
aide, she planned Easter, 
Halloween, Christmas and 
Mother’s Day events for 
children and held them at 
her resale store. She finally 

gave up some of  her extra 
jobs and opened a new larger 
store at 36 W. Dearborn St., 
Englewood. Local nonprofits 
and businesses helped her 
with donations and her 
signs. From her wheelchair, 
she hugged and kissed her 
volunteers and supporters.

Burton was hospitalized 
more frequently and 

underwent rounds of  
treatments to fight the cancer. 
However, it didn’t stop her 
from organizing dinners to 
feed homeless campers on 
Tuesday nights at Indian 
Mound Park.

Close friend Maria Rawlins 
said she loved Burton’s smile 
and endurance.

“When she smiled, you 

smiled,” Rawlins said. “Her 
fight, she fought not only for 
herself, but for the needs of  
others and for the love she had 
for her family and her friends. 
She was a hero to myself  and 
so many. I love her so much.”

BURTON’S LEGACY WILL LIVE ON
Wakley, her daughter, 

said there’s no way Project 
Phoenix will close. Bill will 
run it. Volunteers will help 
staff it.

“She wouldn’t want it any 
other way,” Wakley said. 
“She is Englewood strong. 
She would want us to be 
Englewood strong too.”

A celebration of  life is being 
planned for mid-March, but 
now date or location is set yet.

Burton is survived by 
her husband Bill Werner, 
daughters Barbara Refea, 
Kara Wakley and Amanda 
Gentile, and son Joseph 
Gentile and grandchildren 
Zella, Vada and Fitzgerald 
Wakley, Presley and Evelyn 
Pugh.

Anyone who misses Burton 
can go on her Facebook page 
or the Project Phoenix page 
and watch her videos. No 
matter how tired or sick she 
was, she usually gave an 
update on her health, but most 
often just asked for help for 
others so they wouldn’t suffer.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com
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Bobbi Sue Burton loved to have fun while helping others.

THE TIDEWELL FAMILY OF COMPANIES

G EN E R O S I T Y
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the warmth that emanates from the light within

We donate because we believe in Tidewell. 

The ability to die with dignity is so important. 

Target Graphics

Carol MasioN A M E

R E L A T I O N S H I P

Q U O T E

O U R  C O L L E A G U E S  I N  C A R E

Carol and Target Graphics have been supporting Tidewell Hospice 

since the late 1980s. With a personal connection to Tidewell and  

a firm belief in our mission, Carol has established herself as a loyal 

partner, sponsoring events like the annual Signature Luncheon,  

the Turkey Trot, and more. 

By starting with relationships, the Tidewell Foundation is redefining 

care. It’s how the Tidewell family has done it for 40 years.

Brighten lives today 
CareRedefined.org
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