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By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

Although it was 
raining, that didn’t 
deter people from lining 
up outside the Animal 
Welfare League of  
Charlotte County to 
receive free pet food.

The Animal Welfare 
League is teaming up 
with Roger D. Eaton, 
Clerk of  the Circuit 
Court, to provide free 
food for those pet owners 
who have lost their jobs 
or have been forced to 
go without a paycheck 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“This pandemic has 
impacted a lot of  our 
community’s families, 
and that includes the 
family pets,” Eaton 
said. “We are working 
to make sure that 
pets continue to have 
nutritious pet food in 
their bowls. We are all in 
this together.”

On Wednesday, more 
than a dozen staff  
members from Eaton’s 

offi  ce helped distribute 
several pallets of  dog 
and cat food donated by 
Walmart and Chewy.
com.

Cheryl Meysner came 
to pick up some food for 
her three cats.

“I was working at 
a local factory and I 
was let go in March,” 
Meysner said. “This will 
be a great help.”

Margaret Pennell 
considers herself  an 
AWL “matriarch” since 
she’s volunteered for the 
organization for the past 
fi ve years. She came to 
pick up a bag of  food to 
feed her fi ve cats.

“I’m retired now or 
else I’d be in there doing 
15 loads of  laundry right 
now,” Pennell said.

Eaton has also created 
“Roger’s Rescues,” 
which provides adoption 
fees for one cat and one 
dog per month, to help 
them secure a forever 
home.

“Last month we 
adopted out Sarge, 
a 6-year-old, large, 

mixed-breed,” Eaton 
said. “It such a positive 
thing to match someone 
who is able to get a pet 
without paying the fee.”

Karen Slomba, 
executive director of  the 
Animal Welfare League, 
said pets important 
to families, especially 
during this stressful 
time.

“Keeping families 
together, healthy and 
happy is one way we can 
help others,” Slomba 
said. “We are seeing so 
many members of  our 
community impacted 
and we hope that this 
will bring a little peace 
to families with pets in 
this time of  need.”

Pending food supply, 
additional distributions 
may be scheduled in the 
upcoming weeks.

For more information, 
contact the shelter at 
941-625-6720.

Email: sue.erwin@
yoursun.com

‘Eaton’s Eats’ 
provides pet owners 

with free kibble
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Grace Colon and Roger Eaton hand a bag of cat food to Margaret Pennell.

By ANNE EASKER
STAFF WRITER

A 61-year-old woman 
from Arcadia died after 
traveling into the path of  
a pickup truck Wednesday 
around 4:30 p.m.

A 27-year-old driver 
from Riverview was 
driving a pickup west on 
State Road 70 approach-
ing County Road 661A, 
when the 61-year-old in a 

sedan-type vehicle trav-
eled into the intersection.

The pickup struck the 
left side of  the sedan, 
causing the vehicle to 
rotate while traveling 
southwest before coming 
to rest on the southern 
grass shoulder.

The pickup also rotated 
and came to rest on 
the eastbound lane and 
southern paved shoulder 
of  State Road 70.

The 61-year-old had 
fatal injuries, while the 
27-year old had minor 
injuries.

The identities of  both 
drivers are unknown be-
cause the FHP no longer 
identifi es accident victims 
due to Marsy’s Law.

Email: anne.easker@
yoursun.com

Arcadia woman, 61, dies in crash

POLICE BEAT
The Charlotte County 

Sheriff ’s Offi  ce reported the 
following arrests:

Gretchen Veronica 
Fink, 50, 300 block of  
Pebble Beach Lane, Punta 
Gorda. Charge: violation 
of  probation. Bond: none.

Trevor Allan Starr, 
44, 22100 block of  
Midway Boulevard, 
Port Charlotte. Charge: 
burglary of  an occupied 
structure unarmed. Bond: 
none.

Jimmy Michael Hitt, 
46, 1400 block of  Kenesaw 
Street, Port Charlotte. 
Charge: violation of  
probation. Bond: $10,000.

Brandon Louis Dittmer, 
27, 6200 block of  Fiese 
Street, Port Charlotte. 
Charges: battery and 
violation of  pretrial 
release for domestic 
violence. Bond: none.

Earnie Randell 
Newsome Jr., 41, 12000 
block of  Kirtland 
Avenue, Port Charlotte. 
Charges: driving while 
license suspended 3rd 
or subsequent off ense 
and possession of  drug 
paraphernalia. Bond: 
none.

Sabastian Lee Maus, 28, 
5100 block of  Bond Road, 
North Port. Charges: 
knowingly driving while 
license suspended or 
revoked and violation of  
probation. Bond: none.

Scott Daniel Vos, 49, of  
Naples. Charges: DUI 0.15 
or higher of  with person 
under 18 in vehicle and 
carrying concealed 
weapon unlicensed 
electric weapon or device. 
Bond: none.

Emily Ann Robinett, 28, 
homeless of  Englewood. 
Charge: battery. Bond: 
none.

Joshua Aaron Manter 
Sr., 33, of  Delaware, Ohio. 
Charges: possession of  
cocaine, driving while 
license suspended 3rd 
or subsequent off ense, 
possession of  a controlled 
substance without a 
prescription, possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, 
possession of  marijuana 

over 20 grams, and 
traffi  cking more than 
14 grams amphetamine. 
Bond: none.

Carrie Ann Moser, 51, 
of  Davison, Mich. Charge: 
battery. Bond: none.

Raul Kenneth Mojica 
Jr., 18, 500 block of  Dalton 
Boulevard, Port Charlotte. 
Charges: robbery with no 
fi rearm or weapon and 
commit felony battery. 
Bond: none.

The Sarasota County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce reported the 
following arrests:

Jeremy James 
Jennings, 27, 400 block 
of  Zephyr Road, Venice. 
Charge: possession of  
marijuana with intent 
to sell, manufacture or 
deliver- schedule I. Bond: 
$1,500.

Ashley Lee Licking, 
28, 20300 block of  Gentry 
Avenue, Port Charlotte. 
Charges: two counts of  
possession of  synthetic 
narcotics with intent 
to sell, manufacture or 
deliver- schedule I or II, 
possession of  marijuana 
with intent to sell, 
manufacture or deliver- 
schedule I, possession 
and or use of  drug 
equipment, possession 
of  a controlled substance 
without a prescription. 
Bond: $18,500.

Din Duraku, 66, 7200 
block of  Cork Lane, 
Englewood. Charges: 
DUI infl uence of  alcohol 
or drugs, DUI damage 
to property or another 
person. Bond: $620.

Shawn David Horton, 
51, 4300 block of  
Mexicali Avenue, Venice. 
Charge: administrative 
hold: Department of  
Corrections. Bond: none.

William Frank Rogers, 
46, 3700 block of  Inagua 
Avenue, North Port. 
Charges: two counts of  
aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon without 
intent to kill. Bond: none.

William Anthony 
Tillis, 40, 100 block of  
N. Englewood Heights, 
Englewood. Charge: 

contempt of  court: violate 
injunction protection 
domestic violence. Bond: 
none.

The Sarasota Police 
Department reported the 
following arrest:

Kiara Lashawn 
Sherwood, 24, 30200 
block of  Holly Road, 
Punta Gorda. Charge: 
trespassing. Bond: $500.

The North Port Police 
Department reported the 
following arrests:

Stephen Ronald Hurley, 
25, 3000 block of  Pan 
American Boulevard, 
North Port. Charge: DUI 
infl uence of  alcohol or 
drugs. Bond: $120.

David Lee Pemberton 
Jr., 41, 3300 block Pan 
American Boulevard, 
North Port. Charges: 
aggravated battery 
causing bodily harm 
or disability, commit 
domestic battery by 
strangulation, kidnapping 
false imprisonment- 
adult, tampering in 
second degree felony 
proceeding. Bond: 
$155,000.

Joshua Wirick, 38, 300 
block of  Ortiz Boulevard, 
North Port. Charge: 
contempt of  court 
(original charge: petty 
theft). Bond: $5,000.

Marty Dewayne Miles, 
45, 2700 block of  Afar 
Avenue, North Port. 
Charge: send written 
threat to kill. Bond: none.

The Venice Police 
Department reported the 
following arrests:

Christina Marie West, 
40, 1000 block of  Elaine 
Street, Venice. Charge: 
probation violation 
(original charge: grand 
theft). Bond: none.

Shayne Thomas Flynn, 
28, 7200 block of  Meroni 
Boulevard, North Port. 
Charge: DUI infl uence of  
alcohol or drugs. Bond: 
$120.

Complied by Anne Easker 
and Brianna Kwasnik

CALL 941.429.3110
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STOP IN TO SEE OUR 13 BEAUTIFUL 
MODELS WE HAVE ON SITE 

Base prices include 
delivery, set up, 

AC, skirting and steps.   

SAVE THOUSANDS WITH OUR FACTORY DIRECT PRICING

4465 Duncan Rd (Hwy 17N) Punta Gorda, Exit 164 off I-75

941-637-1122 • 877-507-1122
Prestigehomecenters.com

puntagorda@prestigehomecenters.com
Open 7 days! Mon.-Fri .9-6 - Sat. 9-5 - Sun. 12-5

RJ’s New England 
Seafood Restaurant

Saturday Specials
Lobster ROLL
Served hot or cold

w/ side

$14.99
Whole Belly Clam Plate

w/ fr ench fr ies 
& cole slaw

$17.99

Limited Indoor & 
Outdoor Seating 

Available
Now 50% Capacity

Take Out 
Available

RJ’s Wants to Help During the 
Covid 19 Pandemic

Fish & Chips Special 
NOW ALL DAY, EVERY DAY

Fish & Chips 
(Haddock)

$9.99
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17753 Toledo Blade Blvd.
Port Charlotte

SR 776 AND TOLEDO BLADE

TUES-THURS: 11AM - 7PM

FRI: 11AM - 8PM • SAT: 11AM - 7PM 
CLOSED SUN AND MON

941-235-0005                      rjsseafood.com

adno=3750356-1

941-218-1886
Expires 5/31/2020

#CMC 1250676 #EC 13001286 #CBC 1260274 #CFC 2020
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