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This past month, 
the Charlotte 
County Clerk’s 

Office moved out of 
a 17,000-square-foot 
file storage area on the 
ground floor of the Jus-
tice Center, and into a 
9,000 square foot ware-
house in Murdock. Next 
year, our Jury Manage-
ment Department will 
relocate into existing 
clerk’s office space with-
in the Justice Center, 
thereby providing an 
additional 3,000 square 
feet of space.

As outlined in the 
Charlotte Sun‘s edi-
torial on May 3, 2017, 
which focused on local 
governmental agencies 
working together to save 
local taxpayers nearly 
$20 million on a Justice 

Center expansion proj-
ect, your Clerk’s Office 
“gave up the most, 
especially in terms of 
office space” to make 
these massive taxpayer 
savings a reality.

Our new electronic 
records policy, which in 
April 2017 was cited by 
the Florida Bureau of 
Archives and Records 
Management as both 
“impressive” and “a 
model for other counties 
to consider,” required 
the enhanced use of 

scanning, digitizing and 
computer-cataloging 
hard-copy paper re-
cords. This successful 
use of technology 
allowed your Clerk’s 
Office to considerably 
shrink its office-space 
footprint, thereby elim-
inating the need for a 
full-blown Justice Center 
expansion project.

In addition to 
substantial taxpayer 
savings, successfully 
integrating the newest 
technologies within your 
Clerk’s Office provides 
greater transparency.

We are excited about 
the new, convenient and 
efficient services avail-
able to Charlotte County 
citizens through our 
website, such as online 
juror check-in, our free 

Property Fraud Alert 
Program, and our online 
marriage scheduling 
capabilities. While our 
friendly and knowledge-
able staff will be happy 
to assist you in person 
if you choose to come 
to the Justice Center, we 
have found that most 
people prefer spending 
their day with family or 
earning a living at work 
rather than traveling to 
the Justice Center. We 
value your time, there-
fore our goal is to conve-
niently serve Charlotte 
County citizens online, 
not in line.

Just this past month, 
we began offering cer-
tified electronic official 
records online. Each 
electronic certified doc-
ument uses advanced 

encryption features to 
produce a tamper-proof 
electronic certified 
document which will 
include a unique 
Clerk of Court digital 
signature. No longer 
will those in need of 
certified official records 
need to physically come 
to the Justice Center or 
our Murdock office.

We are also working 
on digitizing all records 
in official records, such 
as deeds, mortgages, 
satisfactions of mort-
gages, marriage licens-
es, and notices of com-
mencement. Microfilm 
is being converted into 
an electronic record 
which will be viewable 
by the public online.

Your Clerk’s Office 
never rests on its 

laurels or accomplish-
ments. We continually 
search for new, innova-
tive ways of providing 
a better service experi-
ence for local citizens, 
which also reduce 
the financial burden 
to local taxpayers. By 
combining excellent 
staff with the imple-
mentation of advanced 
technologies, we will 
continue our quest to 
provide more services 
for less cost. Online — 
not in line!

For more information 
about our office and to 
access all of our new 
features, please visit us 
at CharlotteClerk.com. 
Thank you

Roger D. Eaton is the 
clerk of the circuit court 
and county comptroller.

“Y ou don’t have to 
be the hero.”

That, John 
Castillo told NBC News 
Wednesday, is some-
thing he had advised 
his 18-year-old son, 
Kendrick. If ever a shoot-
er invades your school, 
son, don’t try to confront 
him, don’t take the risk. 
But Castillo said Kendrick 
had other ideas, telling 
his dad that he would not 
hesitate to defend other 
people’s lives.

As the world now 
knows, Kendrick was as 
good as his word. When 
two of the latest in this 
country’s seemingly end-
less line of armed mani-
acs descended upon the 
STEM Schools Highland 
Ranch near Denver, 
witnesses say Kendrick 
rushed him. Some other 
boys managed to disarm 
him. In the melee, one 
of the students, Joshua 
Jones, was wounded. And 
Kendrick was killed.

The young man whose 
father told him not to 
be a hero became ex-
actly that. But he never 
should’ve had to.

That goes also for Riley 
Howell, a 21-year-old 

student who died 
seven days before 
Kendrick, tackling a 
gunman in a classroom 
at the University of North 
Carolina Charlotte. And 
it goes for 60-year-old 
Lori Gilbert-Kaye, shot 
and killed 10 days before 
when she stood between 
her rabbi and a gunman 
at a synagogue near San 
Diego.

All of them heroes, yes. 
But in a saner nation, 
they might not have had 
to be. Indeed, in a saner 
nation, they might still be 
alive.

“Don’t blame the gun.” 
That’s what gun-rights 
advocates always say in 
moments like this. And 
OK, fair enough. Let’s not 
blame the gun.

But can we not blame 
this nation’s insistence 
on easy and unfettered 
access to the gun? Might 
that not have the tiniest 

bit to do with the fact that 
gun violence is rampant 
here?

Instead of dealing with 
that causality, gun people 
ask us to take gun vio-
lence as some immutable 
fact of life, some intrinsic 
component of freedom. 
That’s nonsense, but it’s 
nonsense they have to 
embrace because to do 
otherwise is to face an 
untenable truth.

People are dying for 
nothing.

For some fantasy of 
rugged self-reliance. For 
some shortcut to macho. 
For some terror of the 
dark Other standing at 
the bedroom window.

For nothing.
“There is no reason 

why on the street today a 
citizen should be carrying 

loaded weapons.” So 
said no less towering 
an icon of conservatism 
than Ronald Reagan. Of 
course, he said it in 1967, 
before conservatism lost 
its mind — before Florida 
gave guns to teachers 
and Iowa gave them to 
the blind, before cause di-
vorced effect and reason 
became an anachronism, 
before 6-year-olds de-
veloped PTSD and mass 
murder became normal.

If it is true, as Martin 
Luther King once said, 
that, “No lie can live 
forever,” then there must 
eventually come a day 
when we face the truth 
of what we have allowed. 
One wonders what the 
death toll will be by then.

Meantime, in place of 
truth we have heroes. 

Their selflessness and 
sacrifice, their willingness 
to do what must be done, 
whatever the cost, rightful-
ly inspire us.

But they diminish us, 
too. Because, inadvertently 
highlighted in the reflected 
glow of their sacrifice is the 
bitter truth of how pusil-
lanimous, how cowardly, 
how chickenhearted, is the 
nation that required sacri-
fice of them to begin with, 
the nation that lets people 
die for nothing because it 
cannot muster the moral 
fortitude to restrain its own 
carnage.

In Denver, they held 
a vigil for Kendrick 
Castillo. Riley Howell, an 
ROTC cadet, was buried 
with military honors. An 
overflow crowd paid trib-
ute to Lori Gilbert-Kaye. 
And it is well and fitting 
that we do such things. 
But there is a better way 
to honor these martyrs’ 
courage.

By finding some of our 
own.

Leonard Pitts is a 
columnist for The Miami 
Herald. Readers may 
contact him via e-mail at 
lpitts@miamiherald.com.

VIEWPOINT

Conventional 
wisdom in my 
inner circle of 

sorcerers and sources 
has been that the first 
female president will 
be a Republican. This is 
because America is still 
mostly a center-right 
country, and voters 
would feel more com-
fortable with a conser-
vative-leaning woman. 
So goes the thinking.

Republican Nikki 
Haley, former South 
Carolina governor and 
U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations, no 
doubt concurs.

While she waits out 
President Trump’s 
possible second term 
(because life is strange), 
Democrats have filled 
their bench with 
enough declared wom-
en — six at last count — 
that one wonders why 
we’re always talking 
about men. Given the 
bulk of media coverage, 
one would think the 
only candidates were 
Joe, Bernie, Beto and 
Pete.

The fact that those 
four are known by their 
first names is helpful 

if you’re a politician 
or a simpleton, not 
that they’re mutually 
exclusive. Joe Biden 
and Bernie Sanders 
need no introduction 
because they’ve been 
around since the Gold 
Rush. One looks like 
he just stepped off a 
yacht, the other like he 
just lost a fight with a 
bulldog. Beto O’Rourke 
is famous for being 
newly famous — and 
also for mastering the 
distant gaze in profile 
that reminds people 
how much they dislike 
him. And, Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg (South Bend, 
Indiana) is just so 
darned likable, we can’t 
get enough of him and 
his multilingual-ness, 
despite his reportedly 
lugging around a copy 
of James Joyce’s glori-
ously indecipherable 
“Ulysses.”

But, what about Amy, 
Elizabeth, Kamala, 
Kirsten, Marianne and 
Tulsi?

Until recently, being 
a woman meant a 
presidential candidate 
could count on special 
attention, if only for 
her rarity. But that was 
in the era known as 
HRC — Hillary Rodham 
Clinton — which 
occupied most of the 
past three decades. In 
the post-HRC era, more 
Democratic women 
finally feel free to go for 
the prize. Perhaps for 
the first time in history, 
Americans will fully 
understand that women 
are not all the same.

The challenge for 
these six female candi-
dates is how to stand 
out. Fortunately, or 
not, some have already 
made headlines with 
their uniqueness. 
Minnesota Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar reportedly 
ate a salad with her 
comb when an aide 
delivered her lunch 
without plastic utensils. 
Call her utilitarian, or 
a mother of invention, 
but never call her 
hungry.

Another tactic might 
be to claim Native 
American heritage, as 

the history-haunted 
Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren has 
done. Even though DNA 
testing indicated that 
she does, indeed, carry 
a teensy-tiny fraction of 
Native American blood, 
she’s forever saddled 
with Trump’s nickname 
for her, “Pocahontas.” 
This is a shame given 
Warren’s considerable 
intellect, her passion 
and her professorial 
grasp of complex 
policies.

In politics, you only 
have to do one mon-
umental- or minus-
cule-but-memorable 
thing, and that thing 
becomes your persona, 
identity and legacy. A 
single impression can 
catapult a candidate to 
instant popularity or 
condemn her to infamy.

Similarly, Klobuchar 
has been character-
ized as an unholy 
boss. Again, a shame. 
For Klobuchar is a 
levelheaded, centrist 
pragmatist and surely 
capable of handling 
Trump in a fair debate. 
But comb-cuisine is an 
unappetizing image, 

to say the least, and 
other Draconian tales 
abound.

Now let’s turn to 
New York Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand, who will be 
most remembered for 
pushing the ouster of 
former Minnesota Sen. 
Al Franken following 
sexual misconduct 
allegations. Democrats 
may have manned the 
#MeToo battlements, 
but they sure didn’t 
like losing one of their 
favorite senators, and 
may be unforgiving.

Another candidate 
cursed with controversy 
is Hawaii Rep. Tulsi 
Gabbard, who two years 
ago met with Syrian 
genocidal dictator 
Bashar Assad and 
called the U.S.-backed 
opposition “terrorists.” 
Marianne Williamson 
is a New Age self-help 
specialist beloved by 
Hollywood. Say no 
more. Kamala Harris, 
a former California 
attorney general and 
now U.S. senator, is 
perhaps best known 
for her prosecutorial 
zeal during Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh’s Supreme 

Court nomination 
hearings. Great for the 
primary, disastrous in 
the general.

These pithy summa-
ries aren’t meant to be 
disparaging or dis-
missive, but reductive 
identity is the bumper 
sticker of fate. This time 
around, there will be 
no female nominee or 
president — but not 
because of their being 
women. They will lose 
like men — because 
they weren’t right for 
this job at this moment 
— a feminist feat in 
itself.

Be not dismayed, for 
a female president is 
coming soon, likely in 
2024. She’ll be a woman 
of color, a real Indian 
(with parents from 
Punjab), a Christian, a 
Republican, a wife and 
mother with Southern 
manners, statewide 
governing experience 
and an international 
profile. Wouldn’t that 
beat all?

Kathleen Parker’s 
email address is  
kathleenparker@ 
washpost.com.

The first female president is coming — and she’s GOP

Leonard
PITTS

Miami Herald

Roger
EATON

Charlotte 
County Clerk

KATHLEEN PARKER

WASHINGTON POST

Martyr’s courage: Americans are dying for nothing

County Clerk’s Office moving out, moving ahead

adno=3677070-1

Rolex
Watches

Buy, Sell & Repair
Large Selection

of Diamond
Bezels & Dials

WESTCHESTER GOLD & DIAMONDS
4200-F TAMIAMI TRAIL, PORT CHARLOTTE

(BEHIND ABC LIQUORS)

941-625-0666
Monday - Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Saturday 10:30 - 4 p.m.

In business over 41 years

Not affi  liated with Rolex

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

ad
no

=
36

80
10

8-
1

Statewide reach 
in 100+ top newspapers 

Advertise for way 
less than you think 

Display | Classifieds | Online 

Call Today to REACH FLORIDA! 

ad
no

=
36

80
10

7-
1

ad
no

=
36

63
20

4-
1

COMPLETE FOOT CARE
• Foot Surgery
• Diabetic foot care
• Heel pain

Dr. Michael Metyk
Podiatric Surgery

3191 Harbor Blvd. Unit D
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

Same Day Appointments

941-613-1919

adno=3671981-1

Where Shopping Makes Cents
charlottecountychamber.org

adno=3671979-1

Copyright (c)2019 Sun Coast Media Group, Edition 05/13/2019 
May 13, 2019 8:58 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA 


