
Charlotte Sun - 04/06/2018 Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page� Page : A09 

The Sun /Friday, April 6, 2018  www.yoursun.com E/N/C Page 9 VIEWPOINT

W hen I ran for 
Charlotte County 
clerk of court in 

2016, I promised to im-
mediately construct and 
implement office improve-
ments which would make 
the Clerk’s Office more 
user-friendly for local 
citizens while at the same 
time saving money for our 
local taxpayers. Since tak-
ing office in January 2017, 
I have worked tirelessly to 
fulfill these promises. I am 
proud to report the fol-
lowing new programs and 
efficiencies in our office.

Your clerk’s office de-
veloped a state-of-the-art 
online Jury Management 
System, which provides 
convenience and efficien-
cy for citizens who receive 
a jury service summons 
in the mail. In addition, 
our team developed the 
myJuryServices app which 
is the first app in the state 
of Florida available at both 
the Apple App Store and 
Google Play. 

Prospective jurors can 
now check-in online after 
receiving a jury summons 
notice. For those who may 
need to seek excusal from 
jury service, we have pro-
vided a new online juror 

excusal request program 
which is quick and easy 
to use.  

Finally, for those who 
do serve on a local jury, 
we now offer same day 
pay. You receive your daily 
juror service stipend the 
same day you serve, in 
cash. Not only do our 
jurors receive payment 
the same day, rather than 
waiting for a check to 
arrive in a few weeks, but 
our office saves substan-
tial taxpayer money by 
eliminating staff time in 
cutting checks, as well as 
postage and envelopes for 
thousands of jurors per 
year.

• Your clerk’s office 
established a free Property 
Fraud Alert Program which 
informs Charlotte County 
property owners of any 
official record transaction 
filed against their name 

via an email notification 
program. This new online 
services tool is a fraud 
prevention program de-
signed to better protect an 
individual’s property from 
fraudulent activity. This 
program, which takes 
only seconds to sign up 
for and is completely free 
of charge, complements 
our vision for enhanced 
communication for prop-
erty owners in Charlotte 
County.

Our office also updated 
our official records public 
website to allow citizens 
to print copies of recorded 
documents without a wa-
termark from their home 
or business computers 
free of charge.

• As reported in the 
May 3, 2017, edition 
of the Sun, your clerk’s 
office was singled out 
as the primary reason 
the planned $36 million 
Justice Center expansion 
construction project was 
reduced to a $16.8 million 
rearrangement of existing 
space project, saving local 
taxpayers approximately 
$19.2 million. As a result 
of your clerk’s office’s 
advances in our digital 
document program, our 

office was able to give up 
physical space to other 
court agencies which 
were in need of additional 
space in the Justice Center, 
thereby eliminating the 
need to expand.  

Charlotte County 
Commissioner Chris 
Constance kindly stated, 
“I don’t think that enough 
focus has been placed on 
(Clerk of Courts) Roger 
Eaton, the fact that he has 
given up space to make 
this happen.”  

• Our budget request 
for 2017-2018 to fund 
board services decreased 
by $62,000, or 1.9 percent, 
as compared with FY 
2016-2017’s request, even 
with health care costs 
rising by 5 percent and 
rising Florida Retirement 
System rates. Additionally, 
at year end 2017, I was 
able to return $363,416 
to the Board of County 
Commissioners. This was 
only the second year since 
the 2008 recession that 
our office returned funds 
to the board and to the 
taxpayers of Charlotte 
County.

• On the comptroller 
side of our office, our 
team analyzed the current 

structure of investments 
while continuing to pro-
vide security, safety and 
liquidity of the county’s 
investments. Coupled 
with rising interest rates, 
in general, we were able 
to shift a sizable portion 
of very liquid funds into 
more U.S. government 
agency securities and 
instruments, earning a 
much better yield.  

Over $4.9 million was 
earned on investments 
controlled by your clerk’s 
office in 2017, as com-
pared with $3.6 million 
earned in 2016, an 
increase of 37 percent. In 
addition, we further diver-
sified our liquid assets by 
shifting some funds into a 
different investment trust 
pool, further minimizing 
risk. 

• I am also proud to 
report that your Clerk 
of Court’s Office was 
awarded the Certificate 
of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial 
Reporting from the 
Government Finance 
Officers Association for the 
fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 
2016. This is the 31st con-
secutive year your clerk’s 
office has received this 

prestigious recognition in 
government accounting 
and financial reporting.

My office will continue 
developing new and 
innovative ways to provide 
a better service experience 
for local citizens, while 
at the same time reduc-
ing the burden to local 
taxpayers. While I am very 
proud of our accomplish-
ments in 2017, I will not 
rest on them. As I con-
tinually tell my children, 
there is always room for 
improvement. Throughout 
my term as your clerk 
of court, our office will 
always strive to find new, 
unique techniques which 
make our office easy to 
use, convenient, efficient, 
and at less cost to our 
local taxpayers. I look 
forward to reporting to 
you this time next year 
on our 2018 calendar year 
improvements.

For more information 
about our office and to 
access all of our new 
features, please visit us at 
CharlotteClerk.com.

Thank you.    
Roger D. Eaton is the 

clerk of the circuit court 
and comptroller in 
Charlotte County.

The Charlotte Clerk’s Office, a year in reflection
Clerk of 
Court

Roger D.  
Eaton

I t’s against the law for 
the Florida Education 
Association to en-

courage members to go 
on strike, but that doesn’t 
mean the FEA can’t strike 
back at lawmakers they 
believe have unfairly tar-
geted teachers.

With that in mind, FEA 
President Joanne McCall 
has a message for those in 
Tallahassee who pushed 
through major changes to 
the way public schools are 
funded and operate.

“They say we are play-
ing politics,” she told me. 
“We are playing politics, 
and the tide is turning in 
our favor. The public is 
with us.

“We have 140,000 
members and there are 
2.8 million public school 
students in Florida versus 
300,000 (students) in 
for-profit charter schools 
and 80,000 in voucher 

programs. We need to 
keep them angry about 
what’s going on.”

Her group is currently 
studying voting records 
for all state lawmakers 
up for re-election in 
November and will invite 
candidates to interview 
with FEA officials.

Members are even con-
sidering applying grades 
to the candidates, similar 
to the tactic used by the 
National Rifle Association 
to identify those sympa-
thetic to its cause.

“After all, (lawmakers) 

grade our schools A 
through F,” she said.

While McCall said it 
won’t matter if a can-
didate is Democrat or 
Republican, generally 
changes in the law that 
the FEA has found highly 
objectionable have come 
along party lines. With 
that in mind, she noted 
that flipping just four state 
Senate seats could give 
control to Democrats for 
the first time this century.

The organization also 
plans to be active in the 
governor’s race.

“If the Senate isn’t 
flipped, the governor can 
be the goalie who can veto 
and unwind the clock on 
policies from the Jeb Bush 
and Rick Scott era,” she 
said. “We’ll be looking for 
a pro-public education 
person.”

While that is going 
on though, McCall is 

keeping a wary eye on 
some members who want 
a more forceful way to 
express their disgust with 
the state’s policies.

Independent of the FEA, 
some teachers are calling 
for walk-outs similar to 
those happening in other 
states to highlight low pay 
and classroom conditions. 
McCall is arguing strongly 
against such action.

“We cannot strike,” 
she said. “The penalties 
are large. (The FEA) can’t 
orchestrate anything like 
that. We can’t even talk 
about it. We can’t urge the 
blue flu. The penalties are 
pretty stiff.

“I’m trying to keep my 
members focused on the 
election cycle. We can 
change this, but we have 
to change it at the ballot 
box.”

While the FEA has been 
politically active in the 

past, the changes in state 
law that shifted more 
money to charters along 
with allowing designated 
school personnel to carry 
weapons in the name 
of security has been a 
galvanizing force.

“This has been going on 
for 22 years (of Republican 
control), but these last 
two years have been the 
worst,” she said.

“If you think the tide is 
turning and the public is 
turning against you and 
you’re about to be voted 
out, you tend to over-reach 
and accomplish what you 
can while you’re in power. I 
think that’s what we saw.”

Outgoing House 
Speaker and potential 
gubernatorial candidate 
Richard Corcoran has 
been the political force 
behind many of the 
changes. A strong be-
liever in charter schools, 

Corcoran has called the 
changes “transformative” 
and says public education 
is adequately funded.

McCall said Corcoran 
and Scott are “wonderful 
spin doctors.”

During an interview 
with me late last year, 
Corcoran fiercely defend-
ed his moves and said he 
would debate anyone dis-
puting his education push 
“anytime, anywhere.”

“He probably meant 
that he would debate 
anyone but me,” McCall 
said. “But if he’ll do it 
in public, with people 
watching, I’ll be happy to 
debate him — anytime, 
anywhere.”

Joe Henderson has 
had a 45-year career in 
newspapers, where he 
covered sports, politics 
and city government. The 
column moved on website 
FloridaPolitics.com.

Education Association’s message: Seize day at ballot box

Joe
Henderson

C onstruction is 
booming in Char-
lotte County, and 

while this is a great thing, 
it can lead to our commu-
nity becoming a target of 
thefts. The Sheriff’s Office 
is responding to sporadic 
thefts from construc-
tion sites throughout the 
county, primarily of build-
ing supplies and items 
such as copper wire that 
can be recycled for money. 

Generally, the targeted 
sites are in sparsely 
populated areas, where no 
one will notice an autho-
rized vehicle or person on 
the property. The thieves 
blend in as contractors, 
suppliers or other laborers 
that the public is used to 
seeing on these sites. In 
an effort to deter these 
crimes, the Sheriff’s Office 
offers free warning signs 
to contractors that can 
be displayed on their 
sites. The signs outline 
the charges, and remind 
potential trespassers that 
it is a felony to enter the 
property. 

More than ever, it is 
important for commu-
nity members to remain 
vigilant in our neighbor-
hoods. As many of our 

seasonal residents leave to 
enjoy the cooler weather 
in the North, those of us 
remaining behind are 
responsible to keep watch. 
It is important to remem-
ber to call the Sheriff’s 
Office anytime you see 
something suspicious or 
out of the ordinary routine 
of your neighborhood. 
Everyone knows to call 
911 in an emergency, 
but have you saved our 
non-emergency number 
in your phone? 941-
639-0013 is answered 24 
hours a day by a friendly 
dispatcher who is ready to 
provide assistance. 

You may be asking 
yourself — what exactly 
is suspicious activity? 
Suspicious activity is 
when a person’s conduct 
or action does not fit the 
normal day-to-day activity 
of our community — an 
occurrence that is out 
of place and should not 
be happening in our 

community. Any activity 
on a construction site 
outside of normal hours 
should be considered 
suspicious and reported. 

Remember, if you 
observe something 
unusual or think some-
thing looks wrong, report 
it. Our safe community 
is a partnership between 

all members, those with a 
badge and without. 

Stay up to date on com-
munity safety information 
by following our new blog, 

located at www.ccsoblog.
org. Enjoy your spring 
break, and be safe. 

Bill Prummell is 
Charlotte County’s sheriff.

See something unusual at a work site? Call it in
Charlotte County Sheriff

Bill Prummell 

 JAMES W. MALLONEE, P.A.
 LAW OFFICE

 JAMES W. MALLONEE
 PROBATE               WILLS/TRUSTS
 GUARDIANSHIPS   REAL ESTATE
 Office Hours – Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 5:00PM

 9 46 Tamiami Trail, #206, Port Charlotte, FL 33953
 871 Venetia Bay Blvd. Suite #225, Venice, FL 34285

 (941) 207-2223
 www.jameswmallonee.com
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STARTING AT  $24,300!!

CONSTRUCTION
HEATING & SALT SYSTEMS
POOL SERVICE 
& REPAIRS
POOL SUPPLY STORE

625-5056
1212 Enterprise Drive

Port Charlotte, FL 33953
service@casapools.com
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Complete Pool Package 
including cage
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Bethany L. Walden, Au.D.
American Board Certifi ed 

Doctor of Audiology

Charlotte Hearing Center, Inc.
Central Plaza West

21216 Olean Blvd., Ste. 4 

Port Charlotte, FL 33952

Phone: (941) 766-8886
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Having Problems With 
Your Dentures?

100 Madrid Blvd., Ste. 414 • Punta Gorda
941-575-2626

www.smilesofpuntagorda.com

Diffi culty Eating?
Sore Gums?
Wobbly or Loose?
Messy Adhesives?

Denture Stabilization
Affordable! Complimentary Initial Consultation!
Are you concerned about zinc content in your denture adhesives? 

For more information on zinc and your denture adhesives visit www.ada.org

adno=50533053

 • Diabetic Care
 • Foot Pain
 • Foot Surgery
 • Heel Pain

 Same Day Appointments

 941-613-1919
 3191 Harbor Blvd. Unit D
 Port Charlotte, FL 33952
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 COMPLETE FOOT CARE

 Dr. Michael Metyk
 Podiatric Surgery

 Z USMAN  E YE  C ARE  C ENTER
 Voted Best Ophthalmologist 2011-2015

 624-4500
 www.zusmaneyecarecenter.com

 Neil B. Zusman, 
 M.D., F.A.C.S.

 Team Eye Consultant
 Tampa Bay Rays

 and
 Charlotte Stone Crabs
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OPEN HOUSE SAT 12-2 – 364 WABASH TERR, PORT CHARLOTTE
Ready for kayaking or canoeing? Live the Florida lifestyle! This immaculately 
maintained home is on a premium lot along a spring-fed navigable canal! 
You’ll love the screened in gunite sport pool with soothing waterfall and 

outdoor shower. Living room features vaulted ceilings, opening to the pool. 
The spacious master suite opens directly to the pool. Home features a split 

plan that is great for entertaining, with 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, and a 
possible guest- or mother-in-law suite! Updated kitchen with granite and 

marble, many special touches, such as plantation shutters, built-in cabinetry 
in the living room, radiant heat barrier, and thermal windows. Freshly painted 

inside and out, and ready for your own tiki bar on the pool deck. Wired for 
security system and music at the pool. You’ll love the tranquil neighborhood 

just minutes from I-75 in desirable Port Charlotte Section 15, with NO FLOOD 
INSURANCE required. One year home warranty included.

MVP Realty 941-564-5020ad
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